
#
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Questions Response

1

Are your organization's cooperative 
contracts available for use by Arizona 
public entities?  If so, do you have any 
local representation?

Yes, 1GPA is an Arizona based Non-Profit Purchasing Consortium that complies with 
Arizona Revised Statutes and Arizona School Procurement rules. 1GPA has local 
representation

2

What is the legal formation of your 
cooperative organization (public, non-
profit, for profit, etc.)? How long have 
you been established?

Non-Profit organized under Arizona law. Articles of incorporation were filed with the AZ 
Corporation Commission on March 20, 2012

3

Does your organization conduct its 
own procurements with in-house 
personnel or does it enlist a public 
agency to conduct the procurement? 
If a public agency is utilized, please 
identify that agency or agencies and 
briefly explain how those agencies are 
selected.  

1GPA has lead public agencies, which include, Scottsdale Unified School District,  
Paradise Valley Unified School District, Yavapai County Education Service Agency, Pinal 
County Education Service Agency, Portland Public Schools, and Deer Park ISD in Texas. 
Agencies are selected based on the procurement needs of each entity, the desire to 
sponsor specific contracts and/or by request of the Lead Agency directly with 1GPA.

4

If your organization handles all of the 
contracting functions in-house please 
explain if you periodically have a 3rd 
party audit firm review your internal 
contracting procedures.

N/A.  1GPA contracts are audited directly by the Lead Agency's auditing firm under 
USFR Compliance Questionnaire by acting as a lead district in the procurement of a 
cooperative contract. 

5

What governing procurement laws 
does your organization follow in the 
soliciting, evaluating and awarding 
of cooperative contracts?  (Please be 
specific.)  Also, what state is noted as 
the legal venue within your contracts 
for dispute resolution?    

1GPA and the lead agency, comply with the Arizona State Procurement Code (Title 41, 
Ch. 23, art. 1-13, Arizona Revised Statutes), A.A.C. §§  R7-2-1001 through R7-2-1196, 
and all other Arizona procurement rules, ordinances, or laws. 1GPA specifically states 
under the “Application of Law” section in the Uniform Terms and Conditions:  “The 
Arizona Procurement Code, Title 41, Chapter 23, applies to this Contract including, 
where applicable, the Uniform Commercial Code as adopted by the State of Arizona and 
the Arizona School District Procurement Code, Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 15-213, 
and its implementing rules, Arizona Administrative Code (A.A.C.) Title 7, Chapter 2, 
Articles 10 and 11.

For all other states this procurement shall be governed by, construed, and enforced 
in accordance with the laws of each state in which 1GPA is conducting business under 
this contract.  It is the responsibility of the awarded vendor and member to ensure 
this solicitation and ensuing contract complies with the State laws in which they are 
conducting business regarding use of a cooperative contract.

6

Does an agency need to register 
or sign an agreement with your 
organization in order to purchase from 
your contracts?  If so, please attach 
the registration form or agreement.   
Also, is the agency charged a fee to 
join your cooperative organization?

Yes, 1GPA has Cooperative Purchasing Agreement CPA documents for each type of 
public agency. Attached is a sample school district agreement. Agencies are not charge a 
fee to join. Vendors are require to include the 1GPA administration fee of .995% in their 
prices.
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7

Where can your organization's 
cooperative solicitations and resultant 
contracts be viewed? Describe what 
documentation is available at this site.

Solicitations and contracts can be viewed at www.1gpa.org.  All pertinent information 
required for the due diligence process is uploaded to the website in regards to: Pre-
Solicitation, Solicitation Documents, Issuance of Solicitation, Receipt of Solicitations, 
Evaluations, Award, and Contract File.  Pricing and complete vendor responses are 
available by request  by members.

8

Do you periodically perform audits to 
ensure your contractors are fulfilling 
the contracts to include charging the 
correct price? If so, please briefly 
describe your internal audit program 
and explain if that program includes 
any benchmarking to ensure pricing 
stays competitive over the term of 
agreement.  

1GPA reviews all purchase orders, will perform a full analysis of cost, compare it to the 
contract, and offer services to the member if further assistance is desired.  1GPA strives 
to keep administrative costs down in order to provide the most competitive contract 
pricing.  Members also have access to all contract documentation to ensure purchases 
are compliant with the contract and any assistance needed to make this determination 
is offered by 1GPA by request.

9

What is the total employee count for 
your cooperative organization?  How 
many employees perform specific 
contracting functions (solicitation 
development, bidding, evaluation and 
awarding of contracts)?

1GPA has six full time employees, in addition to lead agency personnel that also work 
on contracts.

10
Describe your approach to customer 
service and include any response time 
commitments.     

1GPA is committed to same day response to any correspondence if not immediate

11

How do you generate your bidders' 
list for any particular solicitation and 
what steps do you take to ensure 
Arizona companies are included in 
your notice?

1GPA is AZ based and maintains a bidders list. Additionally, 1GPA will notify vendors 
registered with the Lead Agency sponsoring the solicitation which currently includes 
notification in the following software:  AZ Purchasing, Public Purchase, and Quotellus.

12

How do you evaluate contractor 
performance? Do you have a process 
that allows agencies to report vendor 
deficiencies?  

See the attached Vendor Performance Report.  Agencies are able to contact 1GPA 
to report vendor deficiencies as well as exceptional performance.  1GPA will take 
appropriate measures as well as document the Contract File for future reference if 
performance is continued. 

13
Indicate any national cooperative 
coalitions/associations to which  your 
organization is a member.  

International Association of School Business Officials, National School Board Association

14

How do you track the usage of 
contracts to ensure you are accurately 
conveying order volume within your 
solicitations?

All contract usage is tracked by vendor quarterly reports


